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5 Elements to a Healthy Pond
Biofalls
Skimmer

Basic Parts of a Pond

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Mechanical Filtration – removes debris from the water. (skimmer)
Rocks and Gravel – they provide biological filtration, by creating a place for beneficial bacteria to colonize.
Oxygenation—The waterfall provides oxygen and must run at all times.
Fish – they eat algae and put nutrients back into the water. Not to mention, they are so fun to watch!
Plants – They are another form of natural filtration. They provide fresh food for the fish (fish salad!) and add an element of
beauty to the landscape!

Pond Care Basics
•

•

•

•

•

Skimmer basket: Clean it out once a week, and more
in the fall for leaves.
Beneficial bacteria: add it every week (except for
the winter)
Add water: Water evaporates – Top off water weekly. If you are adding more than 3 inches a week, you
may have a leak.
Cannister filter: If you have one, it should be
flushed out once a month.
UV lights: if you have UV lights, make sure they are
removed or turned off for the winter (they will
break).

5 Elements to a Healthy Pond
•

•

•

•

•

Mechanical Filtration – removes debris from the water
(skimmer).
Rocks and Gravel – they provide biological filtration, by
creating a place for beneficial bacteria to colonize.
Oxygenation—The waterfall provides oxygen and must
run at all times.
Fish – they eat algae and put nutrients back into the
water. Not to mention, they are so fun to watch!
Plants – They are another form of natural filtration.
They provide fresh food for the fish (fish salad!) and
add an element of beauty to the landscape!

Pond Care: Basics

Fish Care
•

•

•

•

•

Feed your fish only what they can eat in about 5
minutes. More can overload your system or
potentially make your fish ill. Bigger fish can eat
more food.
You can feed fish cut up fruit now and then.
Fish will nibble on algae and plants as well – which is
fine!
Don’t feed fish in the winter or when the water is below 50 degrees. Their metabolism slows down and
eating can kill them.
If your fish are getting “stuck” in the skimmer, they
may be sick.

Plant Care
•

•

•

Plants are essential for a balanced eco system. They
provide natural filtration.
Keep plants trimmed so they do not take over the
pond.
No cattails in the pond, they will spread and they are
very hard to remove.

Never add anything to the pond that wasn’t specifically
made for ponds and recommended.
Do not add algaecide without professional advice.

A closer look
You may have a cannister filter. It may be set into the ground. It needs to
be flushed out monthly. If there is a UV light in it, you will need to drain it for
the winter as it will break.

You may have bioballs or lava rock in your biofalls. These provide surface area for beneficial bacteria to grow on. If you need to clean them off, use pond water, not hose water to
retain the beneficial bacteria.

Depending on your system you may have a skimmer basket, a skimmer

net or hanging brushes. We recommend these be cleaned out
monthly or weekly, depending on the debris levels in your pond.

You might need a floating de-icer (pond heater) to keep a hole
open in the ice for gas exchange, to keep fish alive over the winter

There are many different kinds of pumps. They are often found

inside the skimmer and may be vertical or horizontal.

You may have an aerator for good oxygenation. It may have
1, 2 or 4 stones.

What about Leaks?
If you are having to add more than 3 inches of water a week to your
system, you may have a leak. To test for a leak and to diagnose where it is:

•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

•
•
•

Turn off the waterfall for the day or 24 hours (Healthy fish will be ok for this short period of time)
Fill the pond to its normal full level.
Measure the level of the water in the pond.
Check the water level at the end of the day or the next morning.

If the water does go down, let it continue to recede until it stops.
The level that it stops at is where the leak is!
Check the sides of the pond at that level for where the liner may be pushed down by rocks or plants.
Pull up liner if needed

If the water level didn’t go down at all, the leak is in the waterfall —not the pond.
Check the sides of the waterfall for places where the liner may be pushed down by rocks or plants.
Pull up liner if needed
If you are not able to fix the leak after this diagnosis on your own, call us. We may need to run a pipe test
or even re-line the pond.

Cleanouts
A pond that is not in balance may need a cleanout every year.
A pond in balance may only need one every 3 to 5 years.
When we do a cleanout we:

Care of a pond after a cleanout:

•

Remove fish and put them in a portable pond

•

Remove water from pond

•

Pressure wash waterfall, stream, and pond

•

Remove all debris

green and cloudy at some point after a cleanout, it

•

Clean skimmer and biofalls

does not mean that the cleanout wasn't done

•

Cut back plants as requested

well. It simply means the pond is not in balance

•

Fertilize water lilies

yet.

•

Check for proper operation of all equipment

•

Re-stack disturbed rocks

•

Refill pond

•

Keep leaves and debris out of the pond

•

Treat water with beneficial bacteria and detoxifier

•

Keep the waterfall running

•

Return fish to pond

•

Add beneficial bacteria 2 days later and again in another 2 days & add it weekly thereafter.

•

•

If your pond develops an algae bloom or becomes

Keep the skimmer basket/net cleaned out each
week

Algaecide
A pond that is not in balance may experience algae. Algae is natural
but if it gets to be too much, beware of algaecide use.
When the sun begins to heat up our summer days, our ponds may get green. Algaecide may seem appealing and is useful in
some situations, but know that while it may quickly kill off algae, it can quickly kill off your fish too. Be sure to read the
instructions carefully and call a professional if you need help. We generally do not recommend algaecide.
Algaecide works by removing the oxygen and suffocating the algae. It is also hard on plants, beneficial bacteria, and fish. We
recommend only treating ¼ of the pond at a time. When treating algae in a waterfall, turn it off and sprinkle dry algaecide
onto the area, let it sit without the waterfall on, for 30 minutes. Then turn waterfall back on.
Right After Algaecide Application
The day after using algaecide, make sure to add beneficial bacteria to either replace what has likely been destroyed or to
add it if it has been absent. When large amounts of algae are present, we know that the balance of the eco-system is
off. Getting it back in balance will help your pond look beautiful again. Algaecide can destroy good parts of that system so
they need to be replaced several times after a treatment.
If fish are coming to the top of the water and seem to be gasping for air after and algaecide treatment, then too much has
been used and you are at risk of losing fish. Do a partial water change, adding detoxifier for protection of the fish. An
aerator can also be added to get more oxygen flow going and hopefully keep the fish from dying.
Remember that overuse of algaecide can cause future outbreaks of algae -- worse than the original problem and can damage
plants and fish. The best thing to do is help the pond get into balance. If it is necessary to get control of algae, follow
directions to the letter and make sure to get the pond into balance after its use.
Algae issues? Call us (303) 775-0224

Animals
Animals and ponds go together!
Pet safety
•

Pets can safely drink from your pond as long as
you are not adding algaecide.
• Pets can walk in or even swim as long as they can
swim!
• Make sure pets do not walk over a frozen pond
and unknowingly fall in.
Ponds attract animals
•
•
•
•
•

Frogs
Butterflies
Dragonflies
Birds
Local natural animals

Predators

If a racoon or heron is visiting your pond you may need
to:
•

Add a fish cave (so the fish can hide)

•

Put a net over the pond

•

Tie fishing line tautly around edges of pond

•

Let your dog guard the pond

•

Use a motion a activated sprinkler to blast predator
with water

•

Add plants so predators cannot easily see fish

Contact Us
Call (303) 775-0224
www.coloradopondpros.com

